
Bude Marine Group surveyed the Sea Pool whilst it was being drained for 
maintenance on 10 May 2023.


We identified twenty seven species, there were more but a lot was coated 
with scum . So this is only a selection of the animals and seaweeds living in 
there, sheltered from the Atlantic swell.


Almost everything, except the seaweeds, are less than 5cm; apart from the 
squat lobsters that may be 10cm overall.




Bladder wrack – common higher 
up the beach - recognise by the 
two adjacent air sacs and central 
rib.





Barnacles – everywhere





Shanny [common 
blenny] hides in 
cracks when tide’s 
out. 

This one 
from last 
year 




Squat lobster – watching me 
from it’s hole. Don’t worry it’s 
afraid of your toes.


This one didn’t survive…


‘Solar 
powered’ 
sea slug takes 
in algae it has eaten as a source of sugars.This one 
curled up.


Last year found the one below crawling.





Bugulina 
flabellata – 
colonies of 1mm 
long animals 
[zooids]




Pair of green shore crabs. The male very annoyed at being disturbed at a 
critical time by me!  And by this other male coming close.


A chameleon prawn.  


And one of the various 
common prawns below.







A couple of sea squirts – simple animals 
that filter plankton from the sea to feed. 


Left: a baked bean squirt



Below: couple of red squirts


Wireweed – an 
invasive seaweed that 
that arrived from the far 
east.

 [The far east is 
troubled by invasive 
green shore crabs 
from us!]






